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Church of England, 
4 E . T E R 
Lord Biſhop of Bay NGOR, 


Wheiein ſome unjuſt Inſi nuations a 8 them, 
in his Lordſhip's Anſwer to the Repreſentation | 
of the Committee of the Lower Houſe of. Con- 
vocation are detected and confuted ; and the ne- 
ceſſity of Learning, in order to a right Under- | 
ſtanding and Expoſition of the Scriptures, demon- 
ſtrated; contrary to what his Lordſhip aſſerts, 
particularly in the 2oth Section of his firſt Chap- 5 
ter; and to many other dafigerous Politions 155 
the Courſe of that Book. 


_ 
o 


By a : Clergyman of the Church of Eagan A. 


LONDON. Printed for Jonn Mozenrwy| 4 
near Stationers s Fall. - Mocc xvi. +. 
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| APOLOGY 


| CLERGY. 


OF.THE 


Church of England. 


My rad 


'FTER your Promiſe of an An- 
{wer to the Repreſentation of the 
Committee of the Lower Houle 
of Convocation, moft ſober Men 
expected, that your Lordſhip's 
Intentions were to put an End to that un- 
happy Controverſy. What your Lordſhip 
had replied to Dr. Sue and others, was 
thought a Treatment proper enough to private 
Perſons, who might not poſſibly have all the 
Right they imagin'd, of calling upon a Biſhop 
for his Explanation; but when you came to 
the Convocation, it was generally ſuppos'd that 
a Doctrine taken up upon a particular Occa- 
ſion, (and that Occaſion now no more) wou'd 
be then given up to be treated at Diſcretion. 
Upon this Suppoſition, moſt People thought 
indeed that you had acted a great and becoming 
Part, and given the World a remarkable In- 

| 2 ſtance 


V. the Bi- 
ſhop of 


{SF} 


Nance how gallantly you could maintain 


your Ground, at the ſame time that you were 
meditating a Retreat, But all theſe were bur 
the vain Surmiſes of Perſons, it ſeems, unac- 
quainted with your Lordſhip's Temper. You 
are ſo far from meditating. a Retreat, fo far 
from evading or drawing back, that you find 
Bangor's © Jourſelf under | irreſiſtible Arguments to preſs for- 
Anſwer to © ward, to open and unfold your Dofrines more 


the Reprc- ©. widely, and more unreſervedty, than you did before, 
ſentation, ce | p 


Pe 90 Io. © rhe Support of a Cauſe, u herem the Goſpel, the 


face. Reformation, and the Church of England, as well 


* as the common Rights of Mankind, do depend. 
By every thing that lies in your Power, your Lord- 
ſhip does not mean, I hope, (what Men of mo- 
derate Capacities pretend to eſpy upon the very 
Surface of your Doctrine, and Men of Specu- 
lation extend much farther) diſſolving all Order, 


and deſtroying all Authority, and ſetting up a 


State of Confuſion amongſt us. I for my Part, 
my Lord, judge no Man; the trying the Heart, 
and knowing its Intentions is the Work of God, 
and to him I commit it. But I cannot but be 
ſorry that any ſuch Umbrage for Cenſure ſhould 
be given, and concern'd to find a Perſon of your 
Lordſhip's great Learning and Ingenuity decry- 
ing that in others, which every Day you make 
ſo much uſe of yourſelf; and a Biſhop of the 
Church of Chriit, whoſe Care it ſhould be to 
comfort, and encourage, and commend inferiour 
Orders, only anxious leſt they meet with too 
much Reſpect in the World; and therefore wil- 


ling to let the People ſee how they are to weigh 
out to them no more Reverence and Eſteem than 


is due, cautiouſly, and minutely, and as it were 
in Gold Scales, by Grains and Scruples.” You, my 
Lord, who have ſo many Honours and Advantages 

„ ¾ d ee OO 


and to do every thing that lies in your Power for 


4 


(5) 


annex d to your high Station, the Converſation 
of the Great, and the Applauſes of the Leſs, 


plenty of all outward Bleſſings, and every thing 


conducing to your Eaſe and good Appearance in 


the World, are ſeated above the reach of Scorn, 
and may bid defiance to Contempt: But how 


ſhall we, who have not yet got beyond the 


State of the Primitive Chriſtians, but to this ve- 


ry hour do both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, 1 
and are bufjetted, and have no certain Duelling I 


place, how ſhall we, in theſe Circumſtances, 
both bear the weight of our Misfortunes, and 


Cor. 4 


bear up our Heads too againſt the Tides of 


Reproach and Scurrility, that are rolling in up- 


on us? Next to the Aſſiſtance of God, and 


the Honour of being his Miniſters, all our Con- 


fidence lay in our Learning, all our Reputation 
in the ſuppoſition of our better-improv'd Capa- 


cities than others. This, my Lord, you have 


bereaved us of at a very unfortunate Juncture; 
you have ſtript us naked, when we have moſt 
need of Armour, both on the right Hand and on 


the left, and have taken, as it were, all the 


rael, ar the ſame time that an Army of Phil:ſ- 


tines have ſet the Battle in Array againſt us. 
And can your Lordſhip wonder that thee are 


Men amongſt us of Spirit enough to reſent it? 


Can your Lordſhip-really think that the Right of 


complaining les on your Side, and that not you, 


who made the Artack, but we, who endeavour 
to repell it, are culpable. The confuting of 


Errors, and expoſing of Doctrines that are con- 


trary to the Word of Truth, never was, nor 


never can be a ſtrange Method of Preaching, ſo 
long as ſuch a Latitude is given to Men's Fan- 
e1cs in Religion; but ſappoſe it were, and the 

Te ! Sn 


| Files wherewith we were to ſharpen our Swords and , Sam. 13. 
- oit7 Spears for defence out of the Camp of 21. 


(6) 


Licence therein taken much greater and diſor- 


derly than it is, yet your Lordſhip well remem- 


TIO lice, and Revenge, and Tyranny, and Opp rel on, 1 
and inſupportable to an Honeſt and Chriſtian Mind; 


P. 12. 
Pref. 


Vid. Serm. 
5p. 27. 


Ibid. 


bers that there is no Remedy for it but Authori- 
ty ; and Authority © that keeps Men's Tongues in Si- 


lente and Submiſſion, and affrightens them into the 


* Tuftances of external Subjection, is the Confuſion, 
jou know, of Uncharitableneſs, of Hatred and Ma- 


cc 


and therefore it ſounds very grofly, that your 
* Lordſhip, who think you aft a glorious Part, in 
« oppoſing ſuch Enormity, ſhould call in the Re- 
verend the Biſhops to your aid, and be willing, 
e for your own fake, to retain ſuch an Authority, as 
* ſhall oblige Mea to forbear the Profeſſion and Pub- 
ce lication of what they believe, let them believe it of 


Cc 


not exerciſe an Authority © that deveſts Jeſus 


* Chriſt of his own Empire in his Kingdom. You 


have tied them up cloſe from judging and cen- 
ſuring and © trampling upon other Men's Conſciences, 


and now that you would let them looſe to do it, 


is made to the Judgment of all, and every one 
left at liberty to publiſh his Thoughts in what 


cc 


they dare not come to your Reſcue and Delive- 
rance, for fear of obſtructing © Sincerity and com- 


“ mon Honeſty, and miſtaking Stupidity and Sleep for 
« Peace, ſo that there is none 2 plead your Cauſe, 
all your Lovers have forgotten you, they ſeek you 
1 | | 

« The Debate, however, by this means, my Lord, 
ig taken from the Bar of humane Authority, and 
&* brought to that of Reaſon and Scripture; the Appeal 


manner he pleaſes. © T his is what no Chriſtian or 
« Proteſtant can juſtly and conſiſtently find fault with.” 


And therefore I make no doubt but that your 


Lordſhip will excuſe me, if now I take leave of 


To 


never ſo great Importance. But alas! what good 
can my Lords the Biſhops do you? they dare 


you a little, and turn to the People, to ſet be- 


r- fore them, in a true Light, ſome of your Lord- 


n- | ſhip's Doctrines, ſuch eſpecially, as fall within the 
1 Aſpect of this Portion of Scripture, which J 
— have purpoſely made choice of, to give a Track to 


my Thoughts in ſo diffus'd a Subject. 


he | 
In which are ſome things hard to be underſtood, 2 Pet. 3. 


N, 

a 4 which they that are unlearned and unſtalle wreſt, as 16. 

7, they do alſo the other Scriptures, to their own Deſtruc- 
„ion. | | | 

4 The ſome things hard to be underſtood, which St. 

77 Peter here declares are ſomewhere to be met 
with in St. Pauls Epiſtles, are ſuppos'd by 

„ moſt Interpreters to be certain Paſſages relating vide . 
0 to the Doctrine of Faith, which ſome Chrit- Aug. de 
- | tians, in thoſe carlieſt Days of the Church, en- Fid- & O- 
f deavourd to pervert, the better to evade the ne- peribus. 


ceſſity of a godly Life. St. Paul's Doctrine was; 
9 | 'That the firſt and chief Foundation whereon the 
5 Chriſtian was to ground the hopes of his Salva- 
1 | tion, was Faith; that this was the ancient Prin- 
ciple that juſtified the Patriarchs; for Abraham Rom. 4. 
: believed in God, and it was counted unto him for 3. 
-| Righteouſneſs; and therefore, we conclude, ſays he, 
that a Man is juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds of Rom. z. 
the Law, and that a Man is not juſtified by the Works 28. 
of the Law, but by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, This Gal. 2. 
Doctrine the Vicious in thoſe Days laid hold on, 16. 
| and to give it a better turn to their Inclinations, _ 
Faith they accounted a mere Belief in Chriſt, and 
the Works of the Law the Duties of Moral and 
Evangelical Righteouſneſs; and thence they 
concluded, that a clear Belief in Chriſt and firm 
Reliance on his Merits and Mediation wou'd in- 
title them to future Happineſs, without the 
trouble of a virtnous Life, and the ſad fatigue 
of perfecting Holineſs in the fear of the Lord : 
quite contrary to the Apoltle's Senſe, who Fs. 
55 | . 5 | 1 
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(8) 
the very ſame Place where he declares, that he 
* . Juſt ſhall liue by Faith; he affirms likewiſe, that 
: the Wrath of God is reveal'd from Heaven atainſt all 
Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, that hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. Nothing certainly (next 
to the Favour of God in the Face of Jeſus 
Chriſt) is of more comfort to us than the Book 
of Life; the Holy Scriptures, wherein the Riches ' | 
of God's Mercy, and Treaſures of his Wiſdom 
| are compriz d, are a Gift of an ineſtimable value; 
2 Tim. z. they are profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for 
16. 15. Cyrrection, for Iaſtruftion in Righteonfneſs, and to 
make us all finally wife unto Salvation, if we will 
but read and reverence them; and yet nothing 
iF hath been more groſly abus'd, more impiouſly 
N prophan'd, more baſely perverted from their 
. true deſign and meaning, than theſe ſacred Wri- | 
q tings have been in all Ages. In this hamorous , 
ö and pragmatical Age of ours, ſo fruitful in 
wild Opinions, ſome have boldly thrown off the 
Authority of Holy Writ, as a cunningly devis'd 
Fable, that has no other Foundation, but the 
Invention of Politicians, and the eaſy Faith of 
Fools. Others, that deny not the Authority of 
it, have nevertheleſs debas'd it much; and in 
the way of wanton Criticiſm, deem'd it ſo con- 
fos'd in its Method, and in its Style ſo flat and 
unadorn'd, in many things ſo dark, ſo incohe- | 
| rent, ſo contradictory to itſelf, as to ſink it be- 
. low the rate of many humane Compoſitions. 
1 Some (that we are pretty well acquainted with) 
ö put their People off with little Extracts and 
«| Manuals, and forbid them the godly Exerciſe of 
ö 
| 


reading the Scripture, for fear that the depth of 
the Myſteries contain'd therem ſhould overſet 
their Reaſon (as they call of and diſtract the 
A Church; and in prejudice taken from this Abuſe, 

_ others (that we are neater related : have run 
| _ in to 


Wy 
| into the contrary Extreme, have broke down the 
Fences of Order and Decency, made of the 
loweſt of the People Stewards of the Myſteries of 
Chriſt, and committed the Preaching and Expoſi- 
tion of the Scriptures (from the conceit of theit 
Plainneſs and Perſpicuity) indifterently to all. 
The Church of England has always wiſely pur- 
ſued the Middle Way. She thinks that the Holy Vide 5. 
Scriptures are neither ſo dark and unintelligible, 101. | 
as to be with-held from her Children for fear of | 
Danger; nor yet ſo plain and eaſy, as to be 
ſubmitted to the Interpretation of every wanton | 
Fancy : She perceives that there are Shallows 
wherein the youngeſt Lambs may wade, and 
Depths wherein the greateſt Camels may ſwim ; 
and therefore ſhe expects, that the zzorant ſhould 
be apt to learn, and the Prieſts Lips to preſerve 
. Knowledge. Tho' ſhe lays no mighty ſtreſs upon 
humane Learning; yet ſhe cannot but conceive, 
that a competent Share thereof is no bad Aſſiſ- 
tant to a right Expoſition of the Scriptures. 
Tho ſhe makes no arrogant Claims to Infallibi- 
lity ; yet for Peace and Unities ſake, ſhe cannot 
but require the Submiſſion of private Judgments _..., 
to her mature Deciſions} and tho' ſhe utterly - + / 
diſclaims the over-bearing influence of great Names, 
and a blind adherence to meer Authority; yet 
ſhe cannot but imagine, that the Opinion of Re- 
verend Fathers, the Decrees of general Councils, 
and the long Continuance of her own Laws and 
Canons, ought, in every Diſpute, to be had in 
ſome Force and Veneration amongſt us. Of late 
there are riſen up in our Church, and ſome of 
them Perſons of great Renown and ſacred Cha- 
racer (I wiſh we cou'd conceal it) who, under 
pretence of ſtanding up for the common Rights 
of Mankind, and deſtroying, what they call, a 
Spiritual CO we deſtroying, in —_ 


— 
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(10) 
all Order and Uniformity amongſt us, introdu- 
cing a Babel of licentious Confuſion, and endea- 
vouring to bring you, by the falſe Notion of 
Sei Fſufficiency, to a ſettled contempt of thoſe 1 
that are ſet over you in the Lord. 73 
** Believe it no longer, ſay they (for theſe are the | 
notable Words wherein they harangue you) believe 
it uo longer, that there are any Rulers and Gover- 
urs in the Church, whoſe Perſons you are to reve- 
Vide Bp. Ce rence, and Determinations to acquieſce in. Rulers 
ee 7 and Governors we know of none, they are no more in 
bo. © Scripture than Leaders, and Guides, and Shepherds 
under Chriſt, who may direct you to proper Paſtures, 
if you think fit, but muſt not expect to treat you like 
j * Sheep indeed. You are of the ſame Species with 
1 * themſelves, and have Eyes and Underſtandings as 
© well as they; you are to be led therefore, and not 
driven; led to your own true Happineſs, not driven 
to Market, or to Slaughter ; no, nor to be ſhorn and 
* fleec'd, whenever the Pleaſure or Profit of theſe Shep- 
1 97, 98, hergs require it. They may pretend to a little more 
4 99. Leaning than you perhaps, but what avails that? 
| 6 T hings were brought to a fine paſs indeed,if the great 
and important Points of Chriſtianity cou'd not be 
& judg d of without (what they call) Learning, nor 
were to be determined by Men's own Capacities, 
* but by the Deciſions of others, who, upon the whole, 
© areleſs qualified Judges than any; foraſmuch as 
| 202, © their Learning and Philoſophy is but the common Pa- 
[ © rent of Errour, and Corrupter of true Religion. 
f 


cc 


cc 
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6 h do theſe haughty Miniſters of Chriſt then take 
« fo much upon them? Ir not all the Congregatioa Hely 
© and Learned as well as they? Nay, have not the 
« Iiiterate and meſt Iuorant as much Right and Ob- 
= - * ligation to judge for themſelves, as the greateſt 
| | « Clerks ? Are they the ouly Temples of the Holy Ghift * 
b c and does the Spirit of Miſdom and Underſtanding, 
de the Spirit of Propheſy and Interpretation, reſide Joly 


71G 


: SEW)! 

a in their Breaſts ? IV/hatever concer ns the Salvation 331. 

2 all Chriſtians, is equally propos'd to the under 
© ſanding of all ; and therefore we exhort you to 
© ſand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 
jau free, to make uſe of your own Eyes; to be di- 
*© retted by your own Fudgments; and not to ſub- 
* mit your Underſtandings, upon any Account, to others; 
« 7 he that does this, ſo far he forſakes the brighteſt , 93 
” , Sunſhine of Noon Day, and prefers the uncertain 15 | 
© Slimmering of the darkeſt Lanthorn before it. They ll | 
tell you perhaps, of breaking thro' Order and Lei- 
Ne , Jormity, of neglefting Authority, and deſpiſing the | 
* G:wernors of the Church of Chriſt: But le not ye | | 
* afraid of their vain Terrors, theſe are all Triffles, 
* Iiceties, Dreams, Inventions of Mien, and Words of 
= a long continuance indeed, but in reality, of no Signi- 

** ficance at all, The Order that Chriſt lays the great 
* Fey eſs on, is an internal Order, the Government of 
* Men's Minds | y Faith working by Love. The Uni- 

55 VJormity of Geſtures, Sounds, Cringes, Bows, &c. 

* which amuſe the Senſes, and diſjipate the Under- 

95 * ſtanding, is what he matters not. Authority has in 
all Ages of the World been the hindrance of Truth, 
and promoter of Error; and too great a regard to 
* frail and fallible Teachers is the Reproach of our 
« Nature, and the Deſtruction of our Underſtandings. 

Come then caſt in your Lot with us, and we will 

] ” . He you the ouly way 10 Chriſtian Reſt and Chriſtian 
Peace. We vill guide you out of the perplext 
Maxes of infinite humane Variety, and unbounded 
ce humane Fancy : We will undo the Snares of hu- 
* mane Artifice, compos d of Words without Meaning, 
« and Power without Right, and Outſidèe without Sin- 
ce cerity : Ie will, in ſhort, ſet you free from the beg- 

"0 „ garly Elements of Intellectual Obedience; teach your 
to thiuꝶ and to judge for yourſelves; and in a ſmall 
time, make you greater and __ 5 thefe Spiritual 


85 « Rue that now lord it over jou. | 
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2 Cor. 6. 
8. 


2. 


| 1 Cor. 4. 
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After ſuch an Harangue as this, they max 
leave you very well to the Iniquity of the Times 


to confirm theſe Impreſſions upon you, and to 
the ſundry Methods, that prophane Perſons are 
encourag d to make uſe of, to depretiate our 
holy Function, and make the Clergy of this 
Land contemptible. We, for our parts, my 
Brethren, are inſtructed by the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, in every thing to approve ourſelves as the 
Miniſters of God, in much Patience, in Afllictions, 


in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes. As the humour of Man- 
kind runs, we muſt be contented with Humour and 
 Diſhonour, with evil Report and good Report; but 


while we are allew'd of God to be put in truſt with 


the Goſpel, we cannot but be jealous over you with a 


godly Fealouſy ; we cannot but think, that thoſe 
who go about to alienate your Affections from us, 


and to repreſent us as the Fikth and Offſcouring of 
all things, do not only revile and calumniate us, 


but highly prejudice you; becauſe they deſtroy in 
you that good Opinion of us, which alone can 


forward your Edification, by giving a favourable 
Reception to what we ſay; and therefore, I 
think, I may be allow'd, in what I have farther 
to diſcourſe upon this Text, to join theſe two 


Points together; and while I am endeavouring 


to magnify our Office, at the ſame time inſtruct 
you in your Duty, and eſtabliſh you in your 
Affections thereunto. And this I ſhall do, 


I. By ſhewing you that the Holy Scriptures, 

upon ſeveral Accounts, are not fo plain 
and intelligible as is pretended, but in 

_ ſome Things hard to be underſtood. 

II. That ſuppoſing they were ſo plain as is 


»*. 


., 
af 


7 * 
pretended, yet this would not leſſen the 
Authority, nor take away the Neceſſity of 
Spiritual Guides, EL + : 


== 2 
III. That though the Scriptures be plain in 
_ themſelves, yet private Men forſaking their 
Guides, and following their own Fancies, 
may deprave and diſtort them to their own 

Deſtruction. And, 

IV. That for the prevention of any ſuch Miſ- 
chief, it is the Duty of private Perſons to 
ſubmit their Judgments in Matters of Re- 
ligion to the 1 = of their Spiri 


tual Guides; ſo lon ſo long as their Determipa- Determi 
188 arc not contrary to the Word of wry co te Word of God" 
in in the firſt Place, Ay mn | 

I. To ſhew you upon what Accounts the Ho 7 = 
ly Scriptures are not fo plain and intelligible as 
is pretended, but in ſome T hing hard to be un- = A 
 derſtood.. us 2. = 

Now the Things contained in Scripture, may * 1 
moſt of them be reduced to theſe two Heads, 9 | 
Hiſtorical, and Doctrinal. But before we admit #5 =1- #*® 
either of them, we muſt be thoroughly ſatisfied „ ,.. 
that they are in reality the Word of God, and A 
all the Evidences of their Credibility indubitably G 
true. And in coming to this we muſt be ex- ei, 
tremely nice and cautious (ſome tell us); not H 
truſt the Teſtimony of the Church, and the /#=-/ =] 
Conſent of ail Ages for never ſo much; believe, + | 
in ſhort, nothing but what is manifeſt "2nd con- * : 
vincing ; and therefore ourſelves examine the 
Witneſſes, and try over again the Miracles he | 
which ſeem to confirm this Matter, whether © gy | 
| Moſes and the Prophets, and Chriſt and his Dif- Fe nf 
ciples were certaialy Meſſengers feat from God, - —_ | 
and the Books which under their Names have A. "I 
deſcended to us, the ſame , that they 1 'd 4 Z. 
and proud to be of Divine Revelation. — 
to ſatisfy ourſelves in this it will 3 no 2 
ſmall Penetration and judgment, no ſmall Search 2e c 
| into the Records of Time, and Examination of 7 * | 


hat } 
S<A 25 
D 


— — . IIINEET 


7 
what the Apologiſts both Ancient and Modern 
have ſaid: But even after we have got over this, | 
and are fully convinc'd of the Divine Origine of | 
Scripture, we ſhall nevertheleſs meet with ſun- 
uy Difficulties, in the Courſe of our reading it. 
For, ER 
I. In compoſing an Hiſtory, there are ſeveral 
Things, we know, which the Author purpoſely o- 
mits, becauſe he ſuppoſes the People, to whom he 
writes, not unacquainted with them; and yet, 
in after Ages, theſe very Things become highly 
neceflary to a right underſtanding of it ; and he 
that lives at a diſtance, (if he intends to read it 
to advantage) muſt be farniſh'd with the Know- 
ledge of them before he begins. In this regard, 
many Paſlages in the Old Teſtament muſt needs 
be very dark and obſcure to them, that are not 
in ſome meaſure acquainted with the Cuſtoms, 
Factions, and Opinions that were then predo- 
minant in the World, and which theſe Paſſages 
Fl 1- do allude to. Many Ceremonies in the Ritual 
70 Law are utterly unaccountable to thoſe, who 
never yet heard of the Religion of the Ancient 
'Zabians, a People among whom the Maelites at 
1 that time ſojourn'd, and in contrapolition to 
i whoſe Magick and Idolatry many of theſe Rites 
in 
} 


— ——— 23 ˖ ————r 2 


were appointed. The Labours of ſome Modern 
Criticks, who have thoroughly conſider'd the 
Writings of thoſe learned Rabbies that lived 
about our Saviour's Time, have, by the help of 
that kind of Learning, clear'd up ſome Texts re- 
lating to particular Se&s , Cuſtoms, and Opi- 
nions then among the Jews, which were dark and 
obſcure before: And I cannot bur believe that a 
reaſonable Enquiry into the Practices and Prin- 
ciples of the Ancient Gnofticks, might greatly 
| eonduce to the better Underſtanding of many 
1 Paſſages in the later Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, 
| 5 which 
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much pleaſure to the knowing Reader, are quite 


1 

which ſeem not ſo clear and intelligible to ſome. 
The frequent Digreſſions and Diſlocations in Scrip- 
ture, whereby the Thread of its Hiſtory is of- 
ten interrupted, are what mult needs be of great 
perplexity to thoſe, that are not acquainted 
with the Analitical Writings of Divines: And 
(if I may be allowd to bring the Books of the 
Prophets under this Claſs,) their Predictions are 
loſt without the Hiſtory of ſubſequent Ages, and 
their lofty Thoughts and Expreſſions, their Me- 
taphors, and Alluſions, and Allegories, which 
exalt and improve the Soul at once, and give ſo 


thrown away upon ſuch, as have not a competent | 
Skill in his” Divine Rhetorick “ Add 0 this #1» Jer 
that the Scriptures are writ in Languages hard þf/ +—** 
to be underſtood, and what every common Rea- G $72== 
der has little or no acquaintance with: That the FL 
Hebrew "Tongue in particular proves difficult to } 5 oy 
the very Learn'd, becauſe we have loſt the Ge- [po Ee 
nuine Senſe of many Phraſes in it, and are often J;;- . 
perplext with equivocal Significations, that ariſe , Jj{.<-- 
trom the Scantineſs of it; and that the help ae 

which we promiſe ourſelves from Tranſlations, J ET 
is ſcarce ſo great as might be expected; becauſe «0 /-| 
if in many Places the true Senſe of the Original | 
is not miſs'd, yet through the whole, there runs 
fach a train of Erghiþ Hebraiſms, occaſion'd 
by too ſcrupulons an Adherence to the Original, 
as cannot but contribute to its Obſcurity. 

The uſe that I would make of this Obſer- 
vation, is this. That ſince a competent Know- 
ledge of the learned Languages, thoſe eſpecial- 
iy wherein the Scriptures are originally writ, 
and a competent Knowledge of the Hiſ- 
tory of thoſe Ages, which were coincident 
with the Times, and of thoſe Countries, which 
Were adjacent to the Places made meation _ | in 
2 Gy” 


(16) 
Holy-Writ, is no more than neceſſary to the un- 
derſtanding of this Part of Scripture ; then cer- 
tainly Learning (however it has been traduc'd of 
late) is no bad Hand-maid to Theology ; and 
(how loud ſoever Men's Pretentions may be) to 
think to attain to a Knowledge of theſe Mat- 
ters without Education and Induſtry, (ſince the 
Days of Inſpiration are now at an end) is meer 
Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm. 5 
P. 331. * 2. But the Doctrinal Parts of the Scripture you'll 
_ * ſay, are plain aud eaſy, and no way chargeable with 
&« ſuch Obſcurity : They are what every one is oblig'd 
« t0 know and confeſs, and therefore adapted to every 
© ones Capacity. Nay, but if you look into the 
Doctrines, my Brethren; you'll find that here 
ſi the main Obſcurity does ariſe, and that in ma- 
lh : ny Points they are ſo far from being attem- 
'$ per'd to every ones Capacity, that they are in 
truth adapted to none's, and yet every one ob- 
lig' d to know and confeſs them. The Doc- 
il trine of the Trinity, for inſtance, is an Ar- 
HE ticle we are all oblig'd to confeſs, and yet we 
"i. cannot comprehend it: Dare we then reject it; 
ih or ſuſpend our Belief of it ? No, for when we 
| ſee in Scripture that there are three, to whom we 
gs | are devoted in Baptiſm, three, in whom we muſt 
* my Believe, to whom we mult Pray, by whom we 
if | muſt Bleſs, and to whom we muſt give Wor- 
| ſhip and Glory, we are compell'd to acknow- 
Via ledge it, though we cannot conceive in what 
iS! | Manner it can be. The ſame is to be ſaid of 
Wt: the Incarnation of the Son of God, of the 
Workings of his Bleſſed Spirit upon the Souls of 
Men, and of ſundry other myſterious Points 
relating to the Nature and Deerees of the Al- 
mighty, which the Underſtanding both of Men 
and Angels cannot comprehend, and yet the 
Faith of the meaneſt Chriſtian is engag d to 
8 155 "SS embrace. | 
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Uſe of theſe Doctrines is, the caſting down Ima- + Cr 


ſtrength of our Underſtandings never ſo long, 


lower Rank and Order, ſuch as relate to Faith and pant, 
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which requires no ſmall compaſs of Knowledge, . 


Nay, the loweſt moral Precept tliat we can 7 
think of muſt be truly ſtated and explain'd, and 24 hs 


circumſtantiated, as to require the Deliberation of 


the Scripture propound even in Matters that con- Oda 
cern our Salvation, are in ſome Caſes not fo — 


and inculcate them unto the end of the World. 


Matters which more immediately concern our 1 


Mathias Aeg. bee | 


ä 
embrace. The Truth is, one, and no ſmall 
ginatious, and every high thing that exalteth itſelj 5 
againſt the Knowledge of God, and the bringing into 
Captivity every T bought to the obedience of Chriſt, as 
the . Apoſtle words it; Tis to teach us Hu- 
mility, and that, after we have tried the 


we mult be conſtrain'd at laſt to center ourſelves a 

in thoſe Summaries of Faith, that have had ſo Px | 

long an Approbation in the Chriſtian Church.“ 7 ” | 
There are other Doctrines beſides theſe of a 1.1 72 8 


-C- 
good Works, to the ſecret Operations of Grace, to 2 
our Regeneration, Sancti fication, Juſtification, Cc. 44 r. 


and penetration of Judgment rightly to diſcuſs 4 


in many reſpects our Caſes may be ſo varied ande 2 . 
a Caſuiſt, before we can make it a Rule for our þ e, ©} 
Practice. So true it is, that the Doctrines which a. . A. 


plain and ſelf evident, but that they will ad- 
mit of a ſtanding Order of Men, to explain — 7 


This however muſt not be diſſembled, that, in 


Salvation, the Scripture is always moſt familiar 
and condeſcenſive : It riſes by degrees from Mo- 4+ | 
ral to Evangelical, and from progreſſive to per- | 
fective Virtues, till at laſt it carries us up to las 
Heaven, and ſets us before the Face of him that, -  _ I 
dwelleth in Light that is inacceſſible. So that the F== 
molt ignorant, it they will but look into this 

Book, want not Matter for their Inſtruction ; 
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nor the moſt elevated, Subjects to excite and re” 

compence their Contemplations. In a Word- 

God, who from all Eternity underſtood our Ge- 

nius's, and Capacities, and ſundry Diſpoſitions 

beſt, has, in his infinite Wiſdom, ſo attemper'd 

the Revelation of his Will, as, it one Inſtance 
or other, to make it agree with us all: And 
therefore to conclude this Head in the Words 

Vide of a very renown'd Author; God knowing, ſays 
Boyl Re- he, that ſome Perſons muſt be wrought upon by Rea 
. en ſon, others allured by Intereſt, fome driven by Terror, 
of H. S. and others again brought in by Imitation, has by a 

. 27 rare and merciful (if I may ſo call it) Suppleneſs of 

| Wiſdom, fo varied the Heavenly Doctrine into Ratio- 
cinations, Myſteries, Promiſes, T hreats, and Exam- 
ples, that there is not any ſort of People but what may 
find Religion repreſented in a Form moſt likely to make 

Impreſſion upon them. And ſo I proceed to my 
Second Propoſition, which was to ſhew, that, 
1 ſuppoſing the Scriptures were never ſo plain, yet 
1 this would not leſſen the Authority, nor take 
1 away the Neceflity of Spiritual Guides. The 
1 EKecaſon is, becauſe their Commiſſion and Autho- 
1118 rity does not depend upon the Plainneſs or Ob- 
1 ſcurity of any thing: It was given and appoint- 
ed them by Chriſt, to ſerve the Ends of his 

13188 Church, and cannot be revok d but by the ſame | 


Hand; till therefore there be an Interpoſitiun of 
5 his to this Purpoſe, their Power and Authority 
. muſt have the fame force and efficacy which it 
2 recciv'd from him at firit, in ſpite of all the Ma- 
1 lice and Oppoſition of Mankind, unto the End 
3H) of the World: Conſequently therefore, if Hu- 
1 mane Benedictions, humane Abjolutions, humane De- 
{Bi peunciatiens, humane E Communications, were ever of 
any weight and validity in the Chriſtian Church, 
e deem d fo ſtill, A | 
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The Seriptur 5 indeed (abating the Caſes I "IE 
) 


mention d before) are in all Points necellary to 
Salvation plain and intelligible enough. The © 
Rules of Life, that God has appointed us to 


| follow, are not ſo much the Product of his Pow . 


er and ſuriſdiction over us, as the Reſult of his 
infinite Mercy and Goodneſs. Theſe were the 
Attributes that led him to conſult the Wants, 
and commiſcrate the Neceſſities of the meaneſt 
of Mankind; and therefore we may obſerve, 

that, as when he took upon him the Office of 
WM Redeemer, he did not abhor the Virgin's 
Womb, but appeared in the Form of a Servant, 
and humbled himſelf to Death, even the Death 
of the Croſs ; ſo in like manner when he took 
upon him the Office of a Preacher, by a wot- 
derful Condeſcenſion, he accommodated his 
Doctrines to the loweſt Capacities, and in plain 
Words and familiar Compariſons made them 
agree with our very Notions and Affections; in- 
ſomuch that if "Dis Goſpel be hid, the Apoſtle 
might well affirm, **tis hid to them that are loft, in 


2 Cor. 44 


whom: the God of this World has blinded the Minds 3+ 


of them that believe not, tft the Light of the gloriois 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Due of God, ſhould 
ſhine unto them. But then, becauſe he knew that 
there was no Rule ſo plain but it might be miſ- 
taken, no Doctrine ſo pure but through Paſſion 
or Prejudice it might be corrupted; becauſe he 
foreſaw that in all Ages falſe Prophets and 
falſe Teachers would ariſe, Lovers of Singularity, 
and vain Boaſters, who wou'd corrupt the Faith, 
and bring in Hereſi es Fſtiff in the wrong, and 
bold enough at all Times to ſet up the Pagen 
of their own laſcivious Fancies, in oppoſition to 
the Ark of his Covenant; therefore to prevent 
the Miſchiefs that might ariſe from hence, he 
choſe unto him his Apoſtles, and they their Suc- 
De, KN, Sf enlors, 
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| ll fo Sermm | ways favourable to any high Pretenſions of 
. before the the Clergy ; a Time, when our Order, 
Song ef these which ought to be highly efleem'd in Love for its 
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ceſſors, who might be ready at all Times, by 
ſound Doctrine, to inform the Ignorant, convert 
the Vicious, and convince Gainfayers. To 
them, and them only, he committed the Go- 
vernment of his Church, ſtampt their Commit- 
ſion with the like Authority he had receiv d 
from his Father, promis'd to be with them un- 
to the end of the World, and to aſſiſt them 
with that Spirit that ſhould lead them into all 
C. Truth.* Nr 2 „ie, 2 = 
ano frmen If then the Scriptures are intelligible to the 

„ © / generality of Mankind, they are to be eſteem'd 
2 much more ſo to thoſe, whom the Son of God 
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e hath ſignaliz d, and ſet apart for the Lights of 

„ the World? If God does afford the aſſiſtance 

ol his Spirit to every private Perſon, that in 

A, Piety and Prayer ſeeketh after him, much more 
i / 7 


: 


Ls. . will he extend it to thoſe, to whom he hath 


17 committed the keeping of the very Souls of 
1 <A > theſe Perſons; and if he has promiſed to illu- 
j „ L minate the Underſtandings of ſuch, as make 


Ac s Laws their Study and Delight, much more 
þe2 4 85. Will he do it to thoſe, whoſe Lips are appointed 


Fils COHN". . to preſerve Knowledge, that the People may ſeek the 
Ee. [4-2 lau at their Mouths, for they are the Meſſengers of 
"% 


of. „ the Lord of Hoſts. 
For A 


| terbury's . 


| "7 x 
0 I] am very ſenſible, we live in a Time no 
f 


Cie. © IWorks ſake, is on that very Account diſre- 


MT 


& garded ; and when we are ſo far from being 


encourag'd to magnify our Office, and to 
* ſpeak of our Profeſſion in ſuch Terms as do 
become it; that the uſual Titles of diſtinction 
belonging to us are made Matters of deri- 
fon and reproach, and every way taken to 
make our Perſons and ous Characters vile. 
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This however mult not diſcourage us (if we are 
become Fools in glorying , thoſe that diſparage 
us, have compell'd us) this muſt not dif- 
courage us, I ſay, from requeſting of you ſ to 
account of us as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God; from endea- 
vouring to perſwade you, that the diſpenſing of 
Sacraments, and the Miniſtry of Reconcilia- 
tion committed to our Hands, are no mean and 
trifling Things; but that our holy Profeſſion in 
the main is not only more honourable, but more 5 
uſeful ro Mankind, and more beneficial to Socie- ., „ 

ty, than any other Calling in the World. A L br C 

Hard is the Condition of the Clergy of this oa Vw 

Land, or great is the. Iniquity of it, if after . 
fo long an Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity , and“ . = 
ſo much of their learned Labours and conſum- == 5) 2 
mate Skill in all Sciences, that can either im- 
prove or 1mbelliſh humane Nature; they ſhould 
now at laſt 8 to be Frome, a uſeleſs 22 
Generation, fit only to inflame the State, and 2 
corrupt Communities; and forc'd at this time e. <—_ 
of the Day to betake themſelves to the ſame Ar- . 


guments, that the ancient Apologiſts employed, . Gee. 


againſt Heathens, to defend themſelves againſt 42 PR 
| a7 


2 


— 


Pd 
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this Attack. Thoſe that have no dread of the 
overfluwings of Ungodlineſs, and a ſecret wiſh 
tor the Eſtabliſhment of Irreligion, may give“ 
into theſe Sentiments, and with thei? Minion 7 430 3 | 
Philoſopher complain of the great harm that pro- Hobbs“ A=. 
cecds from a Liberty that Men have, upon every Sun Hiſtory of 
day and oftuer, to harangue all the People of a Na- the Civil 
tion at once, while the State 1s ignorant what they will er. 2 
fay : Bus all ſuch as are free from this Preju- © 
dice, and under no Temptation to wiſh Chriſtia- 
nity aloliſb d, will always be of Opinion, that a 
learned and regular Clergy are not only of comfort 
and aſſiſtance to particular Perſons, but of ſtrength 
Fon EX | : | and | 
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(22) 
and ſecurity to the Government where they live; 
and the Extinction of them, ( whatever Mr. 
Hobbs may think of the Matter) in the Judgment 
of God himſelf one of the foreſt Calamities 
>. that can befall a Nation. Though the Lord give 
you the Bread of Adverfity, and the Water of Af 
ſhall not thy Teachers be removed into a 
Corner any more ; but thine Eyes ſhall fee thy Teach- 
ers, and thine Ears ſhall hear uh Voice behind thee, ſay- 
ing, this is the Way, walk in it. Plainly intima- 
ting that all other National Calamities are ſup- 
portable, While we have but the Miniſters of 


| 4 4-4 God to ſtand in the Gap, and make Recon- 
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-- ciliation for us; but when once theſe are re- 
_ mov'd, all then becomes Miſery and Diſtrac- 
tion ; the Nation has no other Prop left, bur is 
- ſinking ſenſibly into the loweſt depth of Wretch- 
zadneſs and Reprobation. * Without them Vice 
would grow Rampant, and Ignorance and Bar- 

arity ſoon overſpread the Land. Without 


forter, the wounded Conſcience no healing Me- 
*dieine, and he that is ignorant of his Road to 
Heaven, no Voice to tell him, this is the Way, 
L walk then in it. T hey pray. for Kings, and in 
the Words of Origen, fight for them too; while 
they contend with God in earneſt Supplication 
and Interceſſions for their Proſperity and Succeſs. 


Prov. 14. T hey ſtudy to reclaim Men from Sin, which is the 


Reproach of any People ; and to inſtruct them in 
Righteouſneſs, which is the Exaltation of a:Naticn. 
They reſtore and improve Learning, and hold 


out to the People daily a Doctrine, that not on- 


ly ſanctifies, but civilizes the rough Paſſions of 
Men. T hey, in a Word, are fo far from being 
the Perſons that turm the World upſide down, 
that they are the very Men that co-operate with 


'the Civil Powers to Sep the World in good 
. „Order? 


"A — K., 3 Tet _ 
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(23) 
Order: And therefore the Deſign of diſcoura- 
ing their Labours, or curtailing their Privi- 


leges, ſhould be a very unproſperous way, one 
would think, of making court to any Govern- 


ment. Happy indeed had it been for Chriſten- 
dom, if the unbounded deſire of Power in ſome 
arrogant Biſhop of Rome had not brought an 
Odium, tho' unjuſtly, upon all Church Govern- 


ment”; and: their too much yording it over the 
Flock, given an Occaſion, to ſuch as were willing 


to ſeek an Occaſion, of drawing odious Com- 
pariſons, and rejecting lawful Authority in 
thoſe, that never deſire to exerciſe 1t but under 
proper Limitations. They, however, are no 


ways to be excus'd, who think they can never 
be ſecur'd from Papal Supremacy, but by in- 
troducing a Presbyterian Parity, and leaving Im- 


putations, juſt enough againſt the firſt Uſurpers, 


to be applied indefinitely to thoſe, that, they 

cannot but acknowledge, do not deſerre them. 
Had the Church of England of late claimed 

any Power that was not at all times inherent in 


her; had ſhe thunder'd out her Menaces, with- 


held the word of God, or dealt unnaturally by 


her Children. Or had her Miniſters, without 


her knowledge, behaved themſelves nnſeemly, claim'd 2 Cor. 4. 


a Dominion ever your Faith, walk in craftineſs, and © 


handled the Mord of God deceirfully ; ; there\ might 
have been then ſome pretence for all this Ontcry, 
and an Oppoſition to ſuch Encroachments might 
have well been deem'd the ſerving of a Cauſe, 
whereon the Goſpel, the Reformation, and the 


common Rights of Mankind do depend. But ſince 


every thing wreſts upon its old Foundation, 
without any enlargement of Power, or any 
Claim and Pretences to it; why ali theſe Mur- 
murs, and Inſinuations as tho there were, but 
to ſap the Foundation itſeſf, and laudably 
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co-operate with thoſe that are labouring hard to 
deſtroy the Church? Why all theſe fierce and 
railing Accuſations againſt us, but to unſettle 
vour Minds, and draw your Affections from us, 
and ſo make our Preachings and Bleflings, and 


other holy Adminiſtrations, cheap and diſregard- 


ed? But whatever other People may think of us 
(do we again begin to commend ourſelves ? and 
am I become a tool in much boaſting ?) whats 
ever, I ſay, others may think of us, we are unto 


God a feet Savour of Chriſt in them that are ſaved, 
and in them that periſh; to the one, a Savour of Death 


unto Death; and to the other, a Savonr of Life unto 
If then, my Brethren, we have not claim'd 


any undue Sovereignty over your Conſciences : 


It wc have pretended to be no more than what 
our blefled Saviour hath made us, Paſtors and 
Overſcers of the Flock of Chriſt, Meſſengers to 


teach, and Watchmen to forewarn, and Stew- 


ards to provide for the Lord's Family: If our 
Converſation has been amongſt you in much 
Patience, and Meckneſs, and Love unfeigned, 
recommending oui ſelves, in every thing, to every 
Man's Conſcience : If our Speech and our Preaching 
has not been with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 
but in demonſtration of the Spirit of Power, that your 
Faith ſbould not ſtand in the Miſdom of Men, but in 
the Power of God: In a word, if we have not preach- 
ed ourſelves, hut Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and ourſelves 
your Servants for Jeſus ſake : Our Requeſt, and 
our Exhortation is, that you would receive us, 
and be kindly affected to us; if not for our own 
ſakes, yet, at leaſt, for the ſake of him, whoſe 
Ambatiadors we are; that you would remember, 
that, however we have this Treaſure in Earthen 


Fefſels, yet a great and a ſacred Depoſitum it is, 


ꝛ0 be intruſted with the Doctrine of Reconciliation 3 


(25) 


and that how low ſoever our Circumſtances, how 


mean ſoeyer our outward Appearance be, we 


are the Perſons that are commiſſion'd to make 


Feace between God ard Man. In conſequence 


of this, we muſt again intreat you, not to lend 


an Ear to the Suggeſtions of thoſe, that take all 
Opportunities of ſpeaking reproachfully of us. 


Do you believe that we are the Servants of the 


moſt high God ? I know you do believe, my 


Brethren ; then let not the Malice of ſuch, as 
inſidiouſly watch our haltings, and induſtriouſly 
expoſe them to the World ; nay, nor the cun- 
ning Inſinuations of thoſe, that, by their high 
Station, and ſeeming Diſintereſtedneſs, and ſeem- 


ing Concern for your Rights, are enough to give 


Sanction to any Slander, find any favourable Re- 


ception with you. They may promiſe you what 
they will, but Chriſtian Peace and Chriſtian Reſt 


is to be had no other way, than by a fixt Regard 


to the Laws of Chriſt, and a due Reſpe& to thoſe 


that are ſet over you in his Name. And ſo I am 
come to my | - | | 
Third Propoſition, Wherein J am to ſhew, that 


tho' the Scriptures be plain in themſelves, 


yet private Men forſaking their Guides, and fol- 
lowing their own Fancies, may deprave and diſ- 


_ tort them to their own Deſtruction ; and for the 
Proof of this we need not look far, we need not 
ſearch into the Records of obſolete Hereſy; our 


own Age, and our own Nation, wherein ſome 


ol theſe ancient Errors are reviv'd, and many of 


a madder ſtrain invented, will abundantly ſatisfy 
our Enquiry. All the Folly and Oftentation of 


the primitive Gnoſticks, ſeems to have center'd 


itſelf in our Modern Scepticks and Free-thinkers. 
The Principles of Ariz are dreſs'd up a new by 


Socinus and his Followers. Pelagianiſm is enter- 


taind by the Lovers of rational Divinity, and 
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the Trinitarian Cauſe not a little impair'd by the 
malevolent Writings of ſome that have dar'd to 
revile it. And yet all theſe pretend equally to 


Scripture, and would fain be thought to have the 
Voice of the Oracles of God determining on 


their fide. Nay, the wildeſt Enthuſiaſts that we 
have amongſt us, Sabbatarians, Quakers, Inde- 


pendents, Anabaptiſts, Muglitonians, and the 


| reſt of that godly Crew, which the perverted 
uſe of a Toleration has augmented ; however 


they jumble in other Matters, in this they are 
agreed, to ſnrond themſelves all under the Pa- 
tronage of Holy Writ. But does the Word of 
God countenance ſuch - Proceedure 2 Does it 
either lead Men into Error, or when. they are 
there, ſupply Men with Arguments to fortity 
and intrench themſelves in it? No, ſurely ho. 
The Scriptures are holy, juſt, and good ; and the 
Apoſtle has taught us how to account for this 


Event; Firſt, from the Ignorance of ſome ; and 


Secondly, from the Inſtability of others. | 
Firſt, J have juſt gow made mention of ſome 
of the Frantick Secaries amongſt us, and a 
ſhort Reflection upon their Riſe and Original 
will ſoon convince us, what a teeming Womb 
of Error and wild Opinions, Ignorance i is, when 
it abandons Modeſty, and adventures upon the 
Interpretation of Scripture. It ever Ignorance 
was patroniz d in any Age, or by any People, it 


was in thoſe {ad times of Confuſion, which both 
we and our lateſt Poſterity ſhall have reaſon to 


remember. Thoſe that had laid the Scheme for 

all the enſuing Troubles, knew very well, that 
Learning would be a Stumbling-block in their 
way, and Men of Parts and ſober Ingenuity, 
devoted to their Prince, and bound by their Al- 


legiance, no ſmall Barrier againſt Rebellion. 


And therefore to run down thele, they formda 
Body 


idle Drones, and dumb Dogs, deſtitute of 


quity of the Times; and a numerous Colony of 


made with the Scriptures; I remember, a very 


Parts, if not of ſcandalous Ignorance, and of, p 415. 


| © lice to the Church of England. When theſe 
once were mounted, they ſoon brought the Scrip- 


againſt their Soveraign. Out of theſe they com- 
N piled wicked Prayers, and blaſphemous Thankſ- 
| giwings, to intereſt the juſtice of Almighty God 


= 

Body of bold and daring Men (for Ignorance 
has always Frontery enough) the Refuſe of 
Colleges, and the Gleanings of Inns of Court. 
Theſe they inſtructed to decry Learning as an 
uſeleſs Trifle ; and in time 1t came to be held 
the Hindrance of Grace, and Obſtructer of in- 
ward Light. The Univerſities were accounted 


| Nurſeries of Sciences falſiy fo called, and of that Coll. 2. 8. 


Philoſo phy and vain Deceit, which the Apoltle 
gives the World fo much Caution againſt. All 
ſober and grave Divines were repreſented as 


Gitts, and that ought to give place to Men of 
better Illumination. Preſentations were uſually 
given to ſuch as run in with the Madneſs and Ini- 


Lecturers and Preaching Miniſters were de- 
rach'd, to turn Religion into Rebellion, aud 
Faith into Faction. What ſad havock theſe Men 


famous and accurate Hiſtorian gives us a Speci- 
men. In the main, he acquaints us with this, 
that moſt of them were Men of very mean Char. g. 


n other Reputation, than their ſettled Ma- 


— bs nn p/n eg Bei * 2 a 


tures to their purpoſe, to declare for the Direc- 
tory againſt the Liturgy; and the Covenant 
againſt the Conſtitution. Out of theſe they in- 
veigh'd againſt the Articles, the Canons, and the 
Ceremonies of our Church. Out of theſe they 
fram'd Petitions againſt Prelates, and Accuſa- 
tions againſt their Miniſters, and Remonſtrances 
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in their Succeſſes. Curſe 3e Meros, curſe ye bitterly 
the Inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came not to the 


help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againſt the 


Meghty, was an uſual Text to raiſe Men and 


Money for the Parliament, and revive the Spirit 


of the good old Cauſe : And curſed be he that doth 
the Work of the Lord deceitfully, and keepeth back his 
Sword from Blood, a Spur to all manner of Cruel- 
ty ; and at length, a kind of Call from Heaven to 


to murther their King. Good God! that ever 


thy bleſſed Word, wherein thou haſt ſo fully de- 
clar d the Authority, and ſo firmly guarded the 


Perſons of Kings from all Violence, ſhould ever 


be made an Inſtrument to ſpirit up a People to 


imbrue their Hands in the Blood of the beſt of 
Princes, and the beſt of Men. 


After this ſad Period, and in judgment for ſo 
black a Crime, an univerſal Frenzy overſpread 
the Nation; T here was no Truth, no Mercy, no 
Knowledge of God in the Land, which was defild with 
Swearing, Lying, Killing, Stealing, and committing 
Adultery My People was deſtroyed for lack of Know- 
ledge, ſays God; for they that handled the Law 
knew not me. For lack of Knowledge! and yet 
never was there an Age that pretended to more, 
or to come by it cheaper. The Old Men they 


| dreamt Dreams, and the Young Men they Jaw Viſions, 


their Sons and their Daughters all propheſied, aud 
their very Handmaids were: guided by the Spirit. In 
conſequence of which, it came to paſs that the 
mo! extravagant Notions, Deceptions of Fancy, 
and ſometimes worſe Deluſions were vended for 


the Oracles of God ; when preaching the Goſpel 


was made a Refuge to broken Tradeſmen, and 
the Sword of the Spirit ſubmitted to the handling 
ot any common Soldier, | 

It would be offenſive to pious Ears, were I but 
to mention What wild Opinions and blaſphemous 
| CES Docctrines 


cities, and wanton Fancies, and vicious Appe- n = 
tites are wont to make with the Scriptures, , 1 


aſſiſtance of Learning, or the direction of their 


e ever, in Points relating to eternal Salvation. The x 6), 
SOCinians love to diſtinguiſh themſelves this way. 1 | 


They never pretend to believe what they cannot 


lar, and credible, as they think. To give you a 


(29 ) 


Doctrines were then advanc'd ; what Hypocriſy, 
and Murther, and Rapine was then maintain'd 
and juſtified by theſe Lay-diſpenſers of the Word 
of Lite. They however that are ſprung from | 
ſuch an Anceſtry, ſhould do well to /ook unto the If, 51. 1. 
Rock whence they were hewn, and to the hole of the Pit | 
whence they were dig'd, and not pretend to rival, 
the Church of England, or claim any Right to an 1 
equal Eſtabliſhment with her. But enough has ? ſlo WA | 
been ſaid of the Madneſs of theſe Times, to let 2 
you ſee what ſtrange work, Men of weak Capa- 2 — 


* 4 . 


0 8 
5 > 


when they come to expound them, without the - | | 
« 2 0 3 


Spiritual Guides. | : 

Secondly, There 1s another, quite different, ſort 
of People that are known to wreſt the Scriptures u | 
to their oun Deſtruction; and theſe are ſuch, , . 
as, from an Opinion of their own Abilities, will ©, 7 | 
not be inſtructed by the Maſters of Divine Wiſ⸗ e, 
dom; ſuch as ſet up their Reaſon for the meaſure Jur<r 4s. | 
of Truth, and pity our Simplicity for believing |_ =. . 
Doctrines that we cannot comprehend, and ſub- jy , 
mitting our Underſtandings, out of Humility or P. | 
„ Laxzineſs (as they call it) to any other Men what- 2 


— | 


underſtand, and therefore they have exploded 9 2 
the Myſteries, and rejected the current Interpre- QA »—/: 
tation of Scripture, and invented to themſelves a %, 
new one, to render Chriſtianity eaſy and fami- 2 1 | 

2 9. 8 


Sketch of their boaſted Performance, in Jahn yz 14 | 
I. I. In the beginning was the Nord, ſay they, ſig- 5 | 
nifies no more, than that Chriſt was when he was co —_ 
porn: And that the Word was with (God; that, he was 2 


| - a | 
HL —_— j 


(30) 
| > 4 >/-hken up into Heaven to receive Inſtructions for 
. his future Errand: Aud the Nord was God; that, 
j/ An. ali he was God's Meſſenger; and al things were made 


14 
1 1 y him ; that his Preaching makes as all new Crea- 
N 4. 6 tureso⸗ Strange and amazing! what Riddles are 


here? What wreſting of Words, and abuſe of 
. 


109 


plain Senſe, and mangling of Scripture, purely to 
ſerve an Hypotheſis; which, when all's done 
- and faid, will not come up to their main 1 deſign ; 
for this is no way to make Chriſtianity not myſte- 
ribus ; ſo far from it, that = new method of In- 
terptetatign, inſtead of ma ing it rational, makes 
it ridiculous ;"(and as an ingenious Writer ex- 
preſſes it) rakes Myſtery out of the Doctrine 'of Serip- 
ture, where it is venerable and worthy the Majeſty of 
| God; ; aud places it in the Phraſe of Scripture, where 
, it is opprobrions, and repugnant to his Sinterity. 
| The plain Truth is, tho' Reaſon be of great 
0 aſſiſtance to us, in examining the Evidence of 
4- Chriſtianity, the Senſe and Authority of Scrip- 
ture, and the ſeveral Conſequences that reſult 
from thence; yet if we ſutrender ourſelves in- 
„ tirely to its Conduct, we ſhall find it a dange- 
uso, rous Guide in Matters of Religion. The Mo- 
INN ment we quit our hold of the Anchor of Faith, 
14 and bid adieu to the Senſe of the Church, which 
| | ; alone is the Pillar and Foundation of Truth; we 
1 run the hazard of being driven down the Stream 
( Fkpꝗb. 3, into an Occan of Errors, there to be 20ſs'd t0 and 
0 14. o, and carried about with every Mind Doctrine, 
fn by the flight of Men, and cunning cra /tineſs wheels 
1 they lie in wait to deceive. 
1 That this is true in Fact, we have too ſad a 
| Conviction from innumerable Inſtances among us 
| of Perſons, that renouncing Church-fellowſhip, 
4 and forſaking the Guides of their Youth, have livd 
. Chriſtians at large for ſome time, and ſo run 
about from Sect to Sect, and from one wild Opi- 
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nion to another ; till at length, wearied with 
roving, and grown ſick of Religion in general, 


they have turn'd Scepticks in Notion, and 


Atheiſts in Practice; and ſo made Shiprack of 


Faith and à good Conſcience both at once. In a 


word, he that e himſelf from the Boſom 


of the Church? and the Care of thoſe that are * 
to watch for his Soul, does ſo far deprive him- C = 


ſelf of the ordinary influence of God's Favour, 


God's Grace, God's Protection, and the many 


ineſtimable Blefſings annext to that Commu- 
nion. And being left in this Condition, what 
wonder if the Tempter takes the Advantage to 


lead him into the Wilderneſs of Confuſion, and 
there preſent to his Fancy falſe Schemes of Re- 


ligion, mean Thoughts of the Myſteries of 
Faith, and unworthy Apprehenſions of God's 
Juſtice or Mercy, or the like; and imprels theſe 
Ideas with ſuch a livelineſs upon his Imagination, 


as to make them be taken all for new Light, and 


new. Diſcoveries ? And becauſe a new Diſco e- 


ry is not only very pleaſing to the Inventor, but 


a very uncaſy thing too, till he be handſomely 


delivered of it; therefore to give it credit in the 


World, the holy Scriptures muſt be miſerably 
wrelted, their Scope miſtaken, their Senſe abus'd, 


their Periods mangled; and their whole Deſign 
| perverted, to countenance a vile Opinion, that 
perhaps owes its Original to a Suggeſtion of 


Satan; and 1 its Growth to the Nutrition of a Ca- 
pricious Brain. And having made thus bold witiz 
the Word of God, there is no doubt but that all 
Authority inferior to it muſt be made firike Sail. 
The moſt ancient Traditions muſt give place to 
his new Diſcoveries, the Conſent of the Catho- 
lick Church be ov erborn by the  Di&ates of his 


private Spirit, and the Opinions of former 


Ws num . 8 of preſent Biſhops and 
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Divines, trampled under foot, if they pretend to 
conteſt it with his greater Knowledge and Illu- 
Il mination. Good God! to what a length of 
7 | Enthuſiaſm will an idle Conceit of our own Abi- 
5 lities bring us, when void of Humility, and the 
too long experienc d ſenſe of our frequent Infirmi- 
19 „ „ 
TW: - But what muſt we do in this Caſe, you'll ſay? 
r * Muſt we not truſt to our own Luder ſtandings rather 


_ {SE than the Dictates of others who may equally miſguide 
| li s? They are frail and fallible Men as well as 
1 nue; God has no where taught them the right In- 
terpretation of his Law more than us. Why then 
* ſhould we proſtitute our Conſciences at their Feet ? 
« What Capacities we have are our own, and given 
* 7245 by God to guide 15: He hath made no Difference 
11.18 P. 9, 23, © between Man and Man in this Reſpect, and there- 
29. fore an honeſt illiterate Man is as capable of judg- 
Wh: -- ing for himſelf in Matters of Religion, as all your 
« learned Men united, even ſuppoſing them met toge- 
ther in a general Council, with 3 Mgrks 
«© of Solemnity and Grandeur. ff aq C Det. fd 
This Obje&ion I was very well aware of; 
and therefore it is that under my 
Fourth and laſt Propoſition, T am now to ſhew 
you upon what Accounts it becomes the Duty of 
private Perſons to ſubmit their Judgments in 
Matters of Religion to the Determinations of 
their Spiritual Guides, ſo long as theſe Deter- 
minations are not contrary to the Word of God. 
; T add, fo long as theſe Determinations are not con- 
Pp  trary to the Word of Gd; becauſe whatever De- 
E. 6<terminations are ſo, we ought to reject, and de- 
if Aa ſpiſe the Authority of any, be his Character or Sta- 
j 2 * tion never ſo great, that comes to diſpoſſeſs us of 
18 9 this plain Truth, hat we ought to believe God rather 
| Alban Man. Upon this Principle it is acknow- 
94 HS £ / ledged that the Reformation of the Church of 
„ [2 figs 20 Mon He Cdiuplend 
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England rſt began. But how was it carried on 
and compleated? Was every one, that had 


ſprung a Scruple in his Brain, and could advance 
any thing againſt the Corruptions of Rome, ad- 
mitted to the Conſultation? Was there no re- 


ſpect had to the Capacities, and Orders, and 


Qualities of Mankind in this Affair? Was all 
effected by the fortuitous Concourſe of ram- 
bling Objections, which jumbling together for 
ſome time, poliſh'd themſelves by Degrees, and 


ſo ſubſided into this beautiful Syſtem of Relt- 


gion; as ſome will tell you, that of the World 
was made by Atoms. Thoſe that pretend to 


ſo much Zeal, and Concern, and Affection for 


ir, would do well to tell us, how we may, for 
their Reputations ſake, diſpoſſeſs our own Peo- 
ple (for thoſe that are without, have already 
made their Advantage of it) how we may 
di ſpoſſeſs our own People of this groſs Idea, 
which they in their late Writings have left us of 
the Reformation : For we know of doing it no 
other Way, than by telling them plainly that 
this whole Repreſentation is injurious to Truth ; 
that the firſt Eflays towards a Reformation were 


begun and agitated in this Kingdom by Perſons 
of Sobriety, Gravity, and great Learning; that 
the Rule they govern'd themſelves by, was the 
Word of God, nicely examin'd, and truly ex- 
plain'd by the help of Antiquity, and Analogy 
of Reaſon; that the ZMiterate in thoſe Days, 


had no learned Advocate to plead for them as the 
only proper Judges in Matters of Religion ; 
that the Convocation was then accounted the 
only capable Perſons to adjuſt this Affair, nor 
in the leaſt leſs reſpected for being met together 
in a general Council, with their uſual Marks of 
Grandeur and Solemnity ; that the Wiſdom of the 


Nation reſolv'd itſelf then into their Deciſions, 


E and 


4) 3 
and the Supreme Authority thereof, King, 

Lords, and Commons, confirm'd and ratify d 

them; that every thing, in ſhort, was concluded 

for the good of the whole; nothing untrue 

taught, nothing unlawful enjoyn'd, nothing ne- 

ceſſary omitted. Upon this Foundation it was 

that we ſtood then, and here we call upon Men 

to enquire whether we have made any Alteration 

ſince. Has any of the Clergy of this Land invaded 

Chriſt's K ingdora, and behaved himſelf like the 

2 Theſ. 2. Man of Sin, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 


4. all that is called God; that we are fo often told that 


Chriſt himſelf is the only King in his own King- 
dom? Has the Act of Toleration loſt its force, 
and the Secular Arm of Penal Laws to bring 

about Uniformity, are they reviv'd again; that 
we hear ſo much of the Engines of this World, 
of Priſons, Fines, Baniſhments, leſſer Penalties, and 

negative Diſcouragements ? Do we pretend to Infal- 
libility, or claim any unjuſt Authority over you; 
that you are ſo often caution'd againſt ſubmit- 
ting your Underſtandings and proſtituting your 

Conſciences at our Feet ? Have we corrupted 

the Doctrines deliver'd to us, and through Cove- 

2 Pet. 2.3- zouſneſs, with feignd Words made Merchandize of 
you; that you are expreſly charg'd to be ſcrupu- 

lous of what we ſay, and truſt your own Capa- 

cities rather than our Interpretations? Mhoſe 

Sim. 12. Ox have we taken, or whoſe Aſs have we taken, or 
2 whom have we defrauded, whom have we oppreſs d, 
or of whoſe Hands have we received any Bribe to blind 

our Ejes therewith, that we hear ſo much of Sel- 

ling, and Slaughtering, and Shearing, and Fleecing the 

Flock of Chriſt? One would really think, by the 
force of theſe Inſinuations, that all the violence 
of an Inquiſition, and all the Ignorance and Spi- 

ritual Tyranny of Rome was a going to overflow 
the Land again; and that our Order was ſunk 

5 | . into 
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into the ſame State of ſad Degeneracy which 


the Prophet deſcribes of the Shepherds of Hrael; 


Moe unto the Shepherds that feed themſelves; ſhould not 
the - Shepherds feed the Flock? Te eat the Fat, and ye 
cloath ye with the Wool, ye kill them that are fed, but ye 
feed not the Flock; the diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthen d, 


neither have ye healed that which is Sick, neither have 


you bound up that which is broken, neither have you 
brought again that which was driven away, neither have 


Ezek. 34. 
2, 4+ 


ye ſought that which was loſt; but with Force, and with 


Cruelty have ye rul d them. If ever, my Brethren, we 
have done any ſuch thing: If we are departed out of 


Mal. 2. 8. 


the Way ; if we have caused you to ſtumble at the Law; if 


we have corrupted the Covenant of Levi ; if we have de- 


to ſtand no longer in your Approbation, make us, 
as you pleaſe, contemptible and baſe before the 


z ftroy d aud ſcatter d the Sheep of God's Paſture ;we delire ] er. 23. 


22, 


People But if there be no ſuch thing found in our Mal. 2. 9. 


Hands, and no ſuch Intention in our Hearts, 


we deſire you to hear us with Patience, by what 


Authority we require this Submiſſion -of your 


Judgments in Matters of Religion, and who 
gave us this Authority. | 
The Commiſſion that our Blefled Saviour 


gave his Apoſtles, runs thus — All Power is Mat. 28. 
given untd me in Heaven and Earth; go ye therefore 18, 19, 20. 


and teach all Nations, teaching them to obſerve all 


things. whatſcever I command you ; and lo I am with 


you always even unto the End of the World. How 
_ Chriſt is with his Church always even unto the 


End of the World (for immediately after theſe 


Words he was taken up into Heaven) we are 


advertis'd in another Promiſe of his -— I will John 14. 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 16. 


forter, that he may abide with you for ever. Tho 


therefore our blefled Saviour does not Perſonal- 


ly interpoſe to inſtruct his Church, and 40ſert the 
true [aterpretation of his Laws; yet, what is all 
one, he does it by the Interpoſition of the Holy 


„M 


ee, 
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, 
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LE a6 
Ghoſt. Him he made his Vicegerent here on 
Earth, while he continues in the Boſom of his 
Heavenly Father: Him he appointed to lead 
the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians into all Truth, to 
John 16. teach them all Things, to bring to their Remembrance 
13. Hat ſoever he had ſaid unto them, and ſo make them 
fit Stewards of the Myſteries, and able Diſpen- 
cers of the Word of Life. This Knowledge 
the Spirit of Truth convey'd unto them by 
cConverſing immediately with their Spirits, by im- 
preſſing it clearly upon their Underſtandings, and 
at the ſame time illuminating their Minds, and 
exalting their Underſtandings to comprehend it. 
What was thus wonderfully beſtow'd upon them, 
their Succeſſors are forc'd to acquire by hard 
Study, great Induſtry, and frequent and fervent 
Addreſſes to the Fountain of Divine Light. For 
beſides a ſtable Serenity of Mind, neither 
ruffl'd with Paſſions, nor diſtracted with the 
Cares of Life, there is likewiſe an exact Know- 
ledge of the learned Languages, a competent 
Skill in moſt kind of Humane Literature, and a 
Jadgment quick and penetrating, to diſtinguiſh 
between the literal and figurative Senſe, to at- 
tend to the Scope and Coherence of Things, to 
compare one Place with another, and illuſtrate 
cloudy Texts by thoſe that are more clear, un- 
doubredly requitite to a moderate underſtanding 
5 of the Scripture. Our bleſſed Saviour tells us, 
Mat. 13. that every Scribe which is inſtructed unto the Kingdom 
522 of Heaven, is like unto a Man which is an Houſe- 
helder, which bringeth forth out of his Treaſure things 
new and old. Modern Tranſlations, and Modern 
Expoſitions may be of ſome Service to him ; but 
if he would be inſtructed unto the Kingdom of God in- 
deed, he muſt have recourſe to the old Originals; 
he muſt drink deep of all. Jeuiſb and Rabbinical 
Learning, to know the Senſe of the Old Telſtar 
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ment, and deeper Kill of the Writings of Primi- 
tive Fathers and Commentators, of ancient Apo- 


logiſts and Hiſtorians, to be throughly acquain- 


ted with the New. For if, in the Apoſtles 
Days, when much of the Scripture was not 


written, and God was pleas'd to inſtruct Men by 
Miracles, St. Paul requires Timothy not to neglect 1 Tim. 4. 


the Gift that was in him, but to give diligence to Rea- 13, 14. 
ding and Meditation, and other proper means of 


Improvement, and from a deep conſideration ot 


the weight of his Office, cries out with a kind 


of Aſtoniſnment, who. is ſufficient for theſe things! 2 Cor. 2. 
Much more is ſuch Reading and Meditation 16. 


neceſſary for us, who have none of our natural 


Defects ſupply'd by miraculous Inſtitution, and 
yet the Burthen of our Eccleſiaſtical Employment 
not at dis ooo os 7 

To inſtance but in one branch of this Employ- 


ment, the Office I. am now upon, the Preaching 
and right expounding of the Word of God. 


What clearneſs of Underſtanding, and ſoundneſs 


of Judgment, and quickneſs of Invention; what 


coolneſs of Thought, and calmneſs of Mind, 


and clearneſs of Expreſſion ; what. variety of 


Eloquence, . and ſeries of Study, and depth of 
Learning, together with the things that arc lack- 


ing daily, firength of Voice, and ſtrength of Com u Pim. 3. 
ſtitution: is not requir'd, to make one a Norman | 
herein that needs not to be aſbam d, and that knows hyw 


to behave himſelf in the Houſe of God? He muſt re- 


prove Vice, and recommend Virtue ; he mult 


confute Errors, and inſtill good Principles ; he 
muſt adminiſter Comfort, and denounce Judg- 


ments ; he muſt, in ſhort, accommodate himſelf 


to all Conditions and Capacities, and in his Diss, Dor. 


courſes become all things to all Men, that he may by © 


ail means ſave ſome: And believe me, my Brethren, 


ro become all things to ai Men, by eaſy Truths to 


, 1 - 2 >» 2 «' l 5 As 
— . hs . | err 


41) bo + 45> << 
Is YT Ez I" ” 
| 2 
— 
E 1 = 1 Gy” 


— — E 3 
——; 7. 2 On 


* — — — 
* 


I | at wy lity themſelves for this Office; ſome by the help 


— r 


(35) 

inform the Ignorant, and by higher Notions to 
inſtruct the Strong; by Promiſes to revive mour- 
ning Penitents, by Counſel to ſettle doubtful 
Minds, by Exhortations to quicken the Negli- 
gent, and by Reproofs to check and controul the 
Bold ; in a Word, to move the Paſſions, and 
conduct the Reaſon, and deſcribe the Temper, 
and ſet every Man's Picture, as it were, before 
his own Eyes; and to do all this by Deductions 
from Scripture, in a clear Method, and elegant 
Tit. 2. S. Stile, and ſound Speech that cannot be reprov d; with 
all Seriouſneſs and Gravity, and an happy mix- 
ture of Fervor and Pity, of Vehemence and 
Love, of Boldneſs and Inſinuation, as Occaſion 
requires: I fay, to be able to do all this well, 


489 and labour of our whole Lives to attain. 


4 772 — I am very well aware that ſome, of all deno- 


2 minations, have found out a ſhorter way to qua- 


4 . of new Light, and ſome by a Light borrow'd 
from others; and the ſeeming eaſineſs of the 
thing has encourag'd too many Parents, I fear, if 


2 1 wa they had but one Son in the Family more ſtupid 
or more decrepid than ordinary, to run him imme- 


diately into the Service of the Church. How 


575. 7 
7 
/ TG, 4 -xton of Orders is committed, can anſwer to their 
„ / Conſciences, their conſenting, to this Abuſe, I 


4 . cannot ſee; only I may be allow'd to make this 


one Reflection from the whole, that Ignorance, 


T „ 1 5 ; 
which in other People is ſome Reproach, is in 


. ©) aClergyman a meer Soleciſm, a crying Sin, and 


14 4e kind of Apoſtacy from his Profeſſion; for becauſe 


„ .. thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will alſo reject thee, 
/ that thou halt be no Prieſt to me, ſays God, by the 


| = 77. Mouth of his Prophet Hoſea 4. 6. 
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requires a narrow ſearch into Scripture, an ear- 
neſt thirſt after Knowledge, and the compaſs 


the Reverend the Biſhops, to whom the Miniſtra- 


talking Horſe to cover our Deſigns, and 


T3) 


The uſe that I would make of this Argument 
18. that ſince the Buſineſs of knowing and 


expounding the Scriptures is found to require ſo 
much Learning and Application in the Clergy ; 
the Laity, how quickſighted ſoever in other At- 


fairs, ought not to think it any diſparagement, 


that they are not accounted ſufficient Judges in 
a Matter wherein they expend ſo little of their 
time; nor any affront to their Faculties, that they 
are preſs'd to take with them the aſſiſtance of 


Spiritual Perſons, who are appointed to this very JJ 
thing, v:z. to co-operate with the Spirit and Reve- El 
lation in the Kaowledge of God, that the Eyes of their 17, 


Underſtanding being enlighten'd, they may know what is 


the hope of Chriſt's calling, and what the Riches of the 


Glory of his Jaberitance in the Saints, This is, I 
ſay, what they mult not take amiſs, ſince tis the 
only method that can conduce to the good Order 
and Unity of the Church, and their own private 
Peace and Security. „ 
But why ſhould we concern ourſelves, ſay 


* ſome, with the Order of the Church, which 


« Chriſt himſelf lays fo little ſtreſs upon it? 
©< Why ſhould we be muzl'd and hudwink'd to 
< aggrandize a ſet of Teachers? Why ſhould 
* we profeſs as other Men do; or keep our Sen- 


* timents burning in our Breaſts, for the ſake of 
* Unifermity, when our Conſciences urge and (> 


* goad us on to divulge them ? This 1s incon- 
<* {iſtent with our ſpiritual Freedom, and the 
«« way to eſtabliſh Stupidity as a Law. 

Never ſuch a Call was invented by a Chriſtian 
Biſhop to Atheiſts, and Deiſts, and Hereticks, 
and Sectaries of all kinds, to come and publiſh 


their impious Opinions freely, without Fear, 


and without Controul, for Conſcience is every 
ones pretence/ it is always at hand)” a common 


into 
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into the World the moſt abominable Doctrines 


that ever yet ſaw the Light. I cannot but obſerve. 


however, that they who advance theſe Poſitions, 
and are willing to leave Men in the Hand of 
their own Counſel (if they do it not to eaſe 
themſelves of Trouble, which one would be apt 


to ſuſpect) they cannot avoid the Imputation of 


giving great Licence to Conceit and Bigotry; 


and (what they leaſt of all would have us to 
ſuſpect) of conſtituting numberleſs Infallibilities at 
Young's once; for he that eſtabliſhes private Judgment for a 


Sermon guide in Religion, in effett, ſets up ſo many Popes in 
7. 2. P. 38. che World, due Hers are Men of aſſuming Imagina- 
5 - X10 , 9 eee. Sieve r 


The ee of England, my Brethren, deteſts 


A 77 
N "i Calumny of blinding the Eyes, or trampling 
L-0m - nponthe Conſciences of her Children; ſhe ſub- 
n mits her Principles to the Examination of any, 

and is never better pleas d, than when Learning 

and Knowledge, and Ingenuity are brought to 
the ſearch; ſhe avoids not the Light, becauſe 
ee be; ſhe knows her Doctrines are not Evil. But when 


. 2 once Men have approv'd and embrac'd her Com- 


munion, ſhe conceives there is ſomething then 


1 Fo Ke fe due to her Authority. The unlearn'd, and thoſe 


os whole Capacities are very mean and low, ſhe 
conſiders as in the Condition of Children; and 

5 155 to prevent their being a Prey to Seducers, com- 

3 mits them to the guidance of others, who are 

gy 5. charg'd with their Souls, and by whoſe Fault if 
J oy. are led aſtray, God will not impute the 

2 1 Enormity to them; becauſe, in the default of 
1 u, their own Capacities, they took the beſt Method 
that was directed them Nand a Method of his 


Boy =. own Inſtitution) to come to the Knowledge of 


>» the Truth. Thoſe of better Judgments and 
2 2 — apacities, ſhe no where hinders from ſtudy- 

ing the Scriptures ; ſhe has no reaſon to dread 
K 2 2 =P 
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Ve their Sagacity or niceſt Scrutiny ; and therefore 
Ns, ſhe exhorts, ſhe intreats them to try her by that 
1 of great Rule of Faith; but then ſhe thinks it 
aſe unreaſonable, that her Peace and Tranquility 


apt ſhould be daily diſturb'd, by thoſe that affect to 


1 of ' WM be accounted Diſpurers of this World, and take oy 
ry ; pleaſure in ſtarting Opinions contrary to ſound 3 
ro ne; becauſe the is very well alſar'd that J . 
Doctrine; becaule the is very Well allur d 8 
S at no real Edification can proceed from thence; ON 4 
N 


„ Railing, and evil Surmiſes. And therefore not on- 
na- ly ſhe, but the Spirit of God likewiſe gives us 4. 

this Admonition, to mark thoſe that love Sin- 
eſts gularity, and forſake the good old Path; that 


a but much, very much of Envy and Strife, and ti 
m 


ing pervert the Form of ſound NMordi, that diverſify N 
ONT, 


ab- W the Faith, and bring in Herefes, and cauſe Divi- Rond. 16, 
ny, WM fons amongſt us, and to avoid them, © I; \ 
ns And indeed, my Brethren, I cannot but ima- G * 

wo gine, that the very Newneſs and Singularity of d \ 
uſe ſuch Men's Opinions, is no ſmall Objection RJ 1 
en againſt them; and what they call Reaſon „ 
* Conſcience, and other inducements for publiſh- 2 4 N 
en ins them, is very often nothing elſe, but Vanity, \ N. 
oſe and Pride, and Wilfulneſs crept into the Chair. 8 66 
ſhe I very well remember Socinzs, that eminent ſtar- N 2 
nd ter of Novelties, in his Introduction to his Com- 8 
8 mentaries upon St. John, has theſe remarkable N N 
ae Words, * There are undoubtedly many Truths, and 
if perhaps more than any one believes or imagines, in re- N Cd | 
he BW peck of which the whole. Chriſtian World has been | N\ 

of hitherto quite Blind and Ignorant. J have not time \ * b 
od to conſider whit an exact Conformity there is a VV 
nis between this aſſuming Speech, and another great? || 
of Man's Introduction to a Work of. leſs bulk and The 4 
> 17 4 
y- e C 5 N 
21x * Multa ſunt profedtd in quibus Chriſtianus orbis adbuc ca- b 

| entit, & fortaſſe plura quam quis vel credere vel etiam cogi- J | 

zare poſſit. | --: ng Eee: Y 
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conſideration, wherein he taxes us with a groſs 
Ignorance of the true Signification of ſeveral 


Words, the moſt obvious, and the moſt in uſe. 


But I cannot bur obſerve that it ſeems a little 
Arange, how the whole Chriſtian World, for fo 
long a time, came to be ignorant of ſome im- 
portant Truths, which are now made the mat- 
ter of his Revelation; why the firſt Etabliſhers 
.of the Church, and Aﬀerters of the Chriſtian 
Cauſe, Men fe parated by the Holy Ghoſt, and diſ- 


tinguiſh'd by all the Gifts of God both gra- 
cCious and miraculous, ſhould believe and teach 
that Authority was inherent in the Church; that 


Learning was requiſite in her Miniſters ; that 


Order, Rule and Uniformity were her Orna- 


ments and Support; and deliver it as a ſtanding 


4 Law, that we ſhould keep the Unity of the Spirit in 


the bond of Peace: And that all this ſhould be 
reverſed now, and we be taught backwards, that 
theſe are unwarrantable Claims, unneceſſary 


things, Trifles, Dreams, Inventions of Men; and 
that Confer rence and Sincerity ( be the Confulion never 


ſo great they occaſion in the Church) will 
anfecer all. 

It muſt needs be acknowledg d, that there is 
more coiiviction in ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes; and 
that the general conſent of the Church prepon- 
derates any private Opinion, be it never ſo great 
and popular; and therefore (to bring the whole 
now to a Concluſion) J mult intreat you to con- 
ſider well the Doctrine which you hade receiv'd, and 
wherein you ftand ; and guard yourſelyes , there- 
with, againſt any Innovations of Men, that 


Rom. 16. with good I-/orads and fair Speeches endeavour: to deceive 
18, 


the Hearts of the Simple. They may pretend to 
emancipate your Judgments, and ſet your Con- 
ſciences free from Captivity ;- to ſeat yor-above 
the reach of vulgar. Errors, make e N than 


groſs 
veral 
1 uſe, 
little 
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our Teachers, and retrieve the ence of yout 


Souls into your own Hands; whereas in reality 
they are, all the while, but ſowing in yout Minds 


the Seeds of Pride and Vanity, and Oftentation ; 


ſetting up in your Conſciences Cities of Refuge, 
for Pragmaticalneſs to flee to; making you there- 
by their Inſtruments, to diſtract the Chi reh of 
Chriſt; and then puſhing you off to Sea, to 4 
rocky and tempeſtuous Sea, without a Pilot to 
conduct you; without a Pilot, whoſe Buſineſs it 
is to teach you what Rocks you muſt avoid, 


* what Courſe you muſt ſteer, what Star you muſt 
have in your Eye, what Compaſs you muſt ob- 


ſerve, which Winds, and what Gales you mult 
expect and pray for, if ever you wou'd arrive at 
the happy Port of a joyful Eternity. Come not 
ye therefore into their Secret, my . dearly be- 
loved in the Lord, unto their Afſembly be not ye 
united. The Wounds of the Church do blecd, 
and look ghaſtly enough already ; hive ye no 
Hand in making them worſe. But if there be any , Phil. 2. f, 


Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any, 


Tellouſbip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies ; 

fulfil ye her Joy, that ye be Iikeminded, having the 

fame Love, being of one Accord, and of one Mind. 
Theſe laſt Words of the Apoſtle (for now I 


have left my Congregation and am returning to 


your Lordſhip) theſe laſt Words of the Apoltle, 
I ſay, have ſomething fo preſſing and emphatical 
in them, that I cannot but think he is laying 
much more ſtrefs upon Unity and Order among 
Chriſtians, than your Lordſhip is willing to 
* conceive ; and is far, very far from allowing & P. 33g, 
every one to chufe what Form of Doctrine, or | 


| Form of Worſhip his Conſcience or his Caprice E 


(for *tis hard ſometimes to . diſtinguiſh them) 
thall think fit to ſuggeſt, And therefore I muſt 


int reat your Lordſhip to review once more what 
F 2 1 vou 


1 
von have written of late, and to conſider with your- 
ſelf, whether this Caution of the ſame Apoſtle 
ought not to be ſome ſtop and hindrance to your 
farther procedure in ſo dangerous an Affair. Take 
1 Cor. 8. heed, leſt by any means this Liberty of yours become a 
9. 12. Stumbling- bloc to them that are weak ; for when je 
ſo againſt the Brethren, and wound their Conſciences, 
ye fin againſt Chriſt. : 5 
Chriſt, indeed, and the firſt Planters of the 
Goſpel, in deſtroying the Idolatry and evil Prac- 
tices of the World, gave great Offence. Our 
firſt Reformers, in renouncing the Errors and 
Ulſurpations of the Church of Rome, gave great 
Offence. The Lord Biſhop of Bangor, in oppo- 
| ſing the preſent Corruptions of the Church of 
England, gives great Offence likewiſe ; but he 
needs not be much concern'd at that, if he can 
but (like theſe his Examples) ſhew good and 
ſufficient Reaſons for ſo doing. Speak it out then, 
my Lord, and let the World know, if there real- 
ly are ſuch Corruptions in the Church of England 
as want a Reformation: if you are diſſatisfied. 
with her Communion, in the Name of God ac- 
knowledge, that your contrary Declarations were 
but a Copy of your Countenance, and. that it 
was Intereit that all along guided your Hand in 
making your Subſcriptions. Wherein ſhe hath. 
forſaken her firſt Love, wherein ſhe hath departed 
from the Truth, we call upon you to declare un- 
to us; and promiſe you withal, that if your 
Diſcoveries prove true, - and your Scheme of 
Amendments rational, Hand ſhall join with 
Hand to bring about ſo good a Work ; bur till 
ſuch Diſcoveries are made, your Lordſhip ought 
to be extremely cautious, how you draw Men in- 
to a contempt of things that are ſettled. 
Every one, my Lord, has not your Talent of 
aſcertaining the true ſignification of Words, and 
eie ore 


n 
therefore when Men ſee your Lordſhip's Nouſenſe, 
Dreams, Trifles, Niceties, and other ſuch like 


Terms of Diminution apply'd to Authority, Or- 
der and Succeſſion in the Chriſtian Church; may 
not they be tempted to rake theſe Words 1n their 


Original meaning? and then finding you expreſs ſo 
ſlight a Concern for religious Ordinances, May 


not the Conſciences of theſe that are weak be embolden d l 
to do the ſame ? And thro your Knowledge ſhall your weak O U. 
Brother periſh, for whom Chriſt. died? Tis certain 


that the Opinion which the World has conceiv d 


of your Lordſhip's great Knowledge, makes your 


Example, in this regard, but too influential ; and 
not only the Weak and Illiterate, but the boldeſt, 
Deſpiſers of our Holy Function have, upon this 


Occaſion, re-aflum's their Courage, and are play- 


ing their Artillery upon us where-ever we go. 


Thatevery one hasa right to chuſe what Religion 


he pleaſes, and in this Matter is to be guided b 
his Conſcience only; that the Eftabliſh'd Church 
is no better than another, and the danger of 
Schiſm all voided now by the Act of Toleration; 


that the Communion of Saints is no Article of 
Faith, and the Civil Authority has no Power to. 
inforce it ; that all Articles and Canons, in ſhort, 


and Subſcriptions thereunto, are groſs Impoſi- 


tions / and what ought not to fetter free-born 
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Minds; that your Lordſhip's Order is defective, Th 
in Point. of Succeſſion, and a Presbyterian Con- , - \\ 1 
ecration much of the ſame validity with yours; of & * 
Ae F at 2 Biſhop's Benedictions, a Biſhops Abſolu- + GN 
tions, a Biſhop's Denunciations — Cant and * 


Mummery, and © have nothing to do with the Fu- Vide Pre- 
Tour or Anger of God; and that we, who ſerve er. . 64. 


under you, are obnoxious Incumbrances to the 


State, and now, that the Scriptures are ſa eaſy 
that every Man may be a Miniſter to his own 
Family, may very conveniently be laid aſide : 
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Theſe are ſome of the Darts that are every where 
ſhot at us, and when we go about to repell them 

with any thing of our own, we are immediately 
confronted with your Lordſhip's Authority. 
You are the only Perſon of * neble and enten. 
** five Principles, our Notions run grovling all in 
the common Track, and are deſpicable : You 
have no Intereſt to bribe you in your Sentiments, 
we are Switzers all, and fight for Pay; Pride and 

Preferments have corrupted our Judgments, and 
therefore what we ſay paſſes for nothing ; your 


nice Diſtinctions, and well-guarded Words, and 


unanſwerable Syllogiſms are topt upon us at eve- 
ry turn, and theſe with a great deal of Noiſe 
and Laughter (a good Supplement to a bad 
Argument) bear all before them, and give the in- 
ſolent Free-rhinker, full of himſelf, and full of 
Thanks to you for your Aſſiſtance, a compleat 
Triumph over us /ittle Men in Black. . Nay, 
molt of the Schiſmaticks amongſt us (and it 
Schiſm be a Sin, my Lord, we ought not to bid 
them God-ſpecd ; for he that biddeth them God- 


2 Joh. Io. ſpeed is partaker of their evil Deeds) moſt of 


I, 


the Schiſmaticks, I ſay, begin, upon this Occa- 
ſion, to look big again ; are reviving their anct- 
ent Clamours againſt Liturgies and Ceremonies, 
and handing about their ſeveral Schedules of 
what they want to be reform'd, before they will 
condeſcend to a Comprehenſion. They glory in 
You; as one whoſe Heart is with them, however 
Emoluments may keep you with us; they extol 
you to the Skies; they write in your Defence; 


and for the Injuries you have ſuſtain'd in ſerving 
their Cauſe, ſhou'd, no doubt (but that they are 
a little apt to prove ungrateful) bequeath 8 


good Legacies, when they come to die. Pity it 
18, hich. Lord, that you ſhould deſpiſe the Honour 
which yo nay Juſtly call your own, an Honour 
4 5 ariſing 


+ & 


een 


ariſing from the Dignity of your Office and high Sta- 1 


to throw down upon you, not only their Bracelets for 
the reward of your Surrender. 


ſhould be ſquander'd away in wrangling and diſputing; 


you have run into a Poſition that is not ſo tenable, 
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tion; an Honour, which every worthy Prelate, that 
adheres fixt to his Purpoſe of ſerving the Intereſt of 

the beſt of Churches, to the beſt of his Ability, is ſure | 

to have attending him; for the ſorry Applauſes of a as 
layering Party, that have Oy! in their Months, but in 
their Hearts Poyſon. They hate a Mitre, my Lord, | 

with an irreconcileable Hatred; and if once they 

come into the Poſſeſſion of the Capitol, will be ſure 


Pity it is, that ſo greata Genius as your Lordſhip's 4 


in deviſing Sophiſms, and artful Solutions, and cun- 
ningly poſting your cautionary Words, whereby, when 


Jo may wriggle yourſelf out again like a Cork 
Screw; th . 
! Only to ſhew with how ſmall Pain, | | 
The Wounds of Faith are cur'd again; 5 
Altho* by worful Proof We 
They always leave a Scar behind, 
Chopping of Logick at yourYears, and fighting Prizes 
in Divinity in your Station (for 'tis an Apoſtolick 


ky * 
. 
Rule a Biſhop ſhould be no Striker) is not an Employ- Tim. 3 3 
4 


ment ſo commendable, in my Opinion; as would be 2, Tir 
the cultivating many other Subjects, wherein your 4 1. 
uncommon Abilities wou'd gain an immortal Honour N 
in the Republick of Learning; as would be your 
confuting ſuch wruly Talkers, and vain. Revilers of Re- Tit. x. 10. ö 
A i 
* 


ligion, as now think they have found a Shelter in your 
Lord ſhip's Writings ; as would be (let me ſpeak it 


% 


ſeriouſly, my Lord) that great and daily labour of a 
Biſhop, the Care of all the Churches, whereof the Holy 2 Cor. 11. | 
Ghoſt has made you Overſeer?” and which Chriſt bas purchas'd 28, 


with his on Blood, Pity. it is that you have neglected Accs. 12. A. | 
your own proper Sphere to ſhine in; but that cannot 28. _ | 
be help'd now. Our only preſent Concern 1s, that 
a Lordſhip's Moderation and Self-denial, which ”Y 
have been ſo long kzown unto al! Men, ſhou'd ſuffer in = 
this Diſpute, and come at laſt to be call'd in queſtion; $ 
that Men ſhould have it in their Power to ſay,---your oj 
Lordſhip, who always lov'd . to. live in Peace, and | y 
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dreaded the Seas of Contention, cou'd have never 
been prevail'd upon, contrary to | (ps Inclination, to 


lanch your little Boat at firſt, and with it outbrave 
the ſwelling Surges; but for the help of a certain 
Star in the Northern Hemiſphere, very benefi- 
cial to ſkilful Mariners, and of benign Influence, 
when vertically under it, That they ſhould have it 
to ſay---your Lordſhip, who us'd formerly to be cam 
and undiſturb'd in your Arguings, juſt as if you had | 
been at Prayers; has now loft that happy "emper, | 
and is fallen into the fame Practice which you ſo | 
much condemn in others; the ſame bitterneſs of | 
Speech, the ſame Calumny and Upbraidings, the | 
ſame perverting of Words, and improving of Faults 
and under the ſemblance of Pitying, and Praying for, 
and complaining of your Aenne worſe and more 
refin'd Rancour and Revenge. And therefore, my | 
Lord, if not for the ſake of our common Religion, 
which has ſuffer'd too much in the courſe. of this 
Controverſy ; if not for the ſake of our common Mo- 
ther the Church, which is wounded and ctucified eve- 
ry Day by. theſe Diviſions ; if not for the ſake of 
your Brethren the Clergy, who have Infirmities 
enough, God knows, of their own, and need no ad- 
- ditional weight to pull them down: yet, at leaſt, in 
tenderneſs to your own Reputation, 'which you ſeem 
dow to be raiſing but upon a ſandy Foundation; in 
tenderneſs to your Chriſtian Temper of Mind, which is 
loſing all its Meekneſs now, and begins to be in- 
flam d and grow angry thro' the Fire of Contention; 
and what is more than all, in tenderneſs to your own 
Soul, which by your caſting a Sxmblivg-block, before 
others, and emboldening them to deſpiſe the Ordi- 
nances of God, may cbũtract great and grievous 
Gault; this affectation of Singularity, this love of 
I Tim. 6. Wrangling, this doariug about . Queſtions and Strifes of 
4. Words, wherrof cometh Envy, Railings, and evil Surmiſes 5 
HET give it over, my Lord; and hear what the Spirit ſays 
1 unto the Angel of the Church of pbeſus, I know thy 
: Rev. 2. 2,Works, and thy Labour, and thy Patience, and bow t hon 


45. can ſt not bear them which are evil ; but I have ſomewhat 
againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love ; remember 
therefore from whence then art fallen, and repent and do the 


herb. 


Jam, my Lord, Cc. 


